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What If....
Pastor Robert Nowak, HLMS President

Dear Fellow Believers in the Risen Christ, Our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus!

     All of us have favorite verses from the Bible.  John 3:16 is 
often quoted as the most famous.  Perhaps it is, but there are other 
precious verses that also bring us great joy and comfort.  One that 
stands out in my mind is Matthew 28:6a.  It was not spoken by 
Jesus, in fact it wasn’t even spoken by a human being.  It was 
spoken by an angel to the women who had gone to the tomb that 
first Easter morning.  Here it is:  “He is not here; He has risen…”  
The angel was, of course, speaking of Jesus, the same One who had 
been crucified and died just three days earlier.  They had placed His 
body in a grave and sealed the tomb, even putting guards in front 
of the stone to be certain no one would steal the body.  Now it was 
Sunday morning.  The women had come to more properly embalm 
the body they fully expected would be there.  Instead they found an 
empty tomb and an angel to greet them with this astounding news, 
“He is not here; He has risen…”
     What if He had not risen?  What if His body was still in the 
tomb?  If that were so we would still be in our sins and death would 
be an eternal separation from God and heaven.  Then we would 
never see our loved ones who have died in the faith.  Then this life 
would be all there is.  
               (Continued page 2)

Find us on 
Facebook and Instagram
and get all the latest trip 

reports, photos, 
videos and more.

Find us at “Haiti Lutheran 
Mission Society, USA” 

and “like” us today!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(Continued from cover)

Hallelujah, Jesus did rise, the grave was empty, the 
angel was right, and we are no longer held in bondage 
to death by our sins.  Because of  the resurrection we 
enjoy the gift of  everlasting life. What a blessing this 
is for each one of  us, as well as our Haitian brothers 
and sisters where life has always been, and is now even more, difficult than 
ever.  In Haiti, where hunger camps at the door of  every home with the angel 
of  death not far behind, where diseases often fought and overcome here in 
the US with relative ease take the lives of  fragile Haitians, the promise of  
a new and glorious life in heaven has enormous appeal and comfort.  That 

is what the resurrection promises to all who believe in Jesus, including our 

brothers and sisters in that island country.

     Rev. Thomas Bernard and his staff  of  pastors, teachers and others 

take the message of  the cross and the resurrection to the residents of  his 
country.  They do this without the many amenities we have here in the US, 
and they do it with joy!  Your generosity which is blessed by the Holy Spirit, 
helps in a major way to support their work among a people who already 
struggle with all the struggles we face, and more.  On my last trip to Haiti 
in January of  this year Pastor Bernard told me life has never ever been so 
difficult as it is now in Haiti.  Your sacrificial support brings the message 
of  the resurrection to people desperately in need of  it, both children and 

adults, but it also helps to feed their hungry stomachs. 

     On behalf  of  Pastor Bernard and his staff, as well as all of  us at the Haiti 
Lutheran Mission Society, we thank you from the bottom of  our hearts for 
your financial support.

In the name of  the risen Christ,
Rev. Robert W. Nowak, President 

The mission of the Haiti Lutheran Mission Society, USA 
is to minister to the spiritual and physical needs of the 
Haitian people, so that they might be won by the 
Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.”
1 Cor. 3:7-15



Easter Greetings 
From Pastor Thomas Bernard, Port au Prince, Haiti

March 10, 2016

To the Members of  the HLMS & Supporters of  the Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
in Haiti: 

Dear Friends in Christ,
Grace and Peace to you from God our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
We give thanks to our God for His wonders among us, His goodness, His compassion and His mercy upon 
us.  He continues to protect us and preserves us from all harm and danger.  As you probably know, we are ex-
periencing unrest and insecurity in our nation these days.  But if  God is for us who can be against us. Amen.  

We are so delighted to be able to write you this in which we are expressing our thankfulness and gratitude 
to each one of  you for your continuing prayers, your blessings and support.  The same way you are a real 
fountain of  blessings for us, in our turn we want to be a real source of  blessings for others also.
Thanks be to our God, last month we were able to proceed to the dedication of  the church and school in 
Leogane.  We were pleased to have with us a representative of  the HLMS, Mr. Dick Buethe. These two ac-
complishments are the result of  your Christian love and generosity.  Now, not only that the Word and the 
Sacraments are preached and administered, but the kids have a place where they can come and learn.
Again, in the name of  all the recipients of  the different blessings that you are sharing with us and in my own 
name, thank you so much and may our Heavenly Father continue to bless you and your ministry!

In Him,

Pastor Thomas Bernard
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GOD ABUNDANTLY BLESSES US AGAIN!  
                                                               by Kim Waller

Again, God is faithful in watching 
over us and using us to be His Giving 
Hands to His children in Haiti. We 
were able to purchase and hand out 
over $7,000 in rice, beans, spaghetti, 
flour, vegetable oil and water! Thank 
You Jesus for working through Your 
children all over the country so we 
had these funds. 
     Our team of  15 (which traveled to 
Haiti February 3rd-10th, 2016) also 
were able to bring down 1,500 lbs 
of  treasures in their check ons. This 

included lots of  protein bars (to hand 
out to workers, kids, anyone we saw 

who needed something to eat), clothes, shoes, medical supplies, 2 piñata for fun and some gifts for 
those we’ve grown so close to. What a privilege and honor it is to be the vessel God uses to supply 
some of  His children’s needs. In return we also receive so much love, kindness, time and Spiritual 
encouragement from our Haitian friends and those we worked alongside with at Lophane’s where 
we helped build an outside kitchen at his new guesthouse/youth center. 
     It was also a true joy for our team to put some of  the finishing touches on Good Shepherd out 
in Leogane before their dedication a few weeks later. What a beautiful site- church and school all 
ready in use proclaiming the Name of  Jesus and reaching out to those living out in the country and 
hills of  Leogane. Awesome!!
     Our team included Jill Jack (her 2nd trip, who is a professional folk singer and writer) and Gary 
Greenfelder (his first time to Haiti, and he is a professional Big Band Leader and trumpeter) so you 
can imagine the fun we had at devotions and at the work site as the instruments came out and even 
the neighbors joined in! What great memories!!
     In between our work days we were able to visit and share food and parachute and piñata fun 
with the children of  House of  Love and Hope, visit the Children’s hospital, be Blessed by worship 
at Good Shepherd (Delmas 75) and Zion (at Leonard’s), share food and clothes with people in 
need out in Lilavois and enjoy fellowship and dinner at Renia and Leonard’s and a special “vacation 
like” last evening at Nadine and George’s where they pampered us and we did devotions together! 
God is so very good- All the time!!
     It was a special trip, wonderful memories and relationships that grew deeper with the Haitians 
and those we traveled with! Thank You Lord for these bits of  Heaven here on earth!!! Thank you 

to ALL of  you who support the HLMS and the many they help serve. You 
are a huge Blessing to many! Please keep those contributions coming in- it is 
very much needed! (Due to high inflation it is more difficult for the Haitians 
to buy food) God is using you in a huge way!!

Mission Team led by Kim and Keith Waller proudly 
wear their “Leo Is My Cousin” shirts.
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HAITI TRIPS 
Jan. 7-12 and February 17-20, 2016
DICK BUETHE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HLMS

     This trip report includes my first two trips to Haiti of 2016. The first trip, from January 7 – 12 was my first 
regularly scheduled quarterly trip of the year to visit the churches, school and orphanage supported by the 
mission society. I spent time with Pastor Thomas Bernard of Good Shepherd Church on Delmas 75, as well as 
with Pastor Maurice Pierre of Zion Church in Petionville. I attended services at both locations and found them 
to be very well attended. Pastor Thomas shared his excitement about the two mission teams traveling to Haiti in 
January and February. These teams would be helping with the completion of the newest church in Leogane. At 
the orphanage I learned of some challenges they were having with their electrical service and ability to access 
water through the pump when electricity is lost. The HLMS Board of Directors has since voted to provide funds 
for a water holding tank as well as funds to help alleviate this electricity supply issue. 
     My second trip to Haiti followed the first by just over one month because there was a very important church 
dedication in Leogane and Pastor Thomas requested my presence at this celebration. I tried a new connection 
out of Kansas City instead of Omaha and arrived back in Haiti on February 19. The dedication of the new 
church and school in Leogane took place on Saturday, February 20th at 10:00 AM. The drive from Port au 
Prince to Leogane is about two hours through heavy traffic. A 30 member choir sang at the dedication and 
the service was beautiful. There was well over 200 in attendance and a sermon was shared by Pastor Andrew 
Currao. The service lasted about two hours and was followed by a light brunch shared with all.
     The following day I attended a two hour Sunday morning service at Pastor Thomas Bernard’s main church, 
Good Shephard, and another 90 minute service at Zion Lutheran. After the service at Zion, parishioners stood in 
line to receive rice and beans to take home and share with their families. 
     My final day in Haiti I spent time 
with Pastor Thomas planning my April 
trip when I will be accompanied by 10 
members of Messiah Lutheran, Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  Thank you for praying for 
my travels!

Dick Buethe, Executive Director

Dedication of the new church in Leogane, Haiti



PRAYERS FOR HAITI

Spring 2016

Prayers of  Thanks:
For the dedication of  a new church and school in Leogane, Haiti!

For the opportunity to minister to the physical & spiritual needs of  Haitians in our churches, schools, & 
orphanages.

For your continued prayer and financial support for the HLMS Mission so that both bodies and souls are 
fed.

The safe travel for Executive Director Dick Buethe on two trips so far in 2016, as well as the safe travels 
of  a Michigan Mission Team led by Keith and Kim Waller.

For the faithful leadership of  the HLMS Board.

Prayer Requests—Please Pray:
For the ongoing election process in Haiti, that they remain safe and that a Christian leader be 
selected for the country.

For financial aid and prayer support to continue our work in Haiti.

For funds for food.  Many Haitians are having difficulty providing food for their families at this 
time.

That God will provide for the ongoing needs of  the church members, students and orphans 
supported by the HLMS.   

That God would provide for the safety & many needs at Faith Lutheran located in the dangerous 
& extremely poor area of  Haiti, Cite Soleil.

That God would continue to prepare and protect the 
volunteer teams going to Haiti this year.

That God would sustain & continue to grow the 
mission in Haiti and give continued enthusiasm, 
wisdom and strength to its leaders.  

For God’s wisdom and discernment for the board 
members as they lead the HLMS.

(prayers submitted by Jill Jank)

The next meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the HLMS 

will be held on Saturday, 
May 21st, 2016 at 9 AM 

at the office of 
Buethe And Associates 

Insurance
Lincoln, Nebraska
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The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society Needs Your Help!The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society Needs Your Help!
In order to help us track our readership, please enclose this portion of your newsletter with your financial
support or requests for information. This will allow us to make any necessary address changes, forward
correspondence and material to you, as well as ensure that we receive your pledge. Thank you for your
continued support and prayers.

_____ I would like to help sponsor a child to attend
school and receive an accredited Christian
education for $130 per year.

_____ I will continue to pray for the HLMS. 
_____ I would like to contribute to the HLMS

general fund. Enclosed is $_________.

_____ I would like to pledge a monthly gift of
$______ to the HLMS.

_____ Please forward additional copies of the

HLMS brochure. I need ___ copies.
_____ Please send a copy of The HLMS Call to this

address:

(Contributions to the HLMS are tax deductible as allowed by law)

(Please make your check payable to the Haiti
Lutheran Mission Society, USA)

Name:________________________________

Address:______________________________

______________________________________

City: _________________________________

State: _____ Zip Code:__________________

Email:


