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GOD’S WAYS ARE BETTER THAN OUR WAYS!
Kim Waller, Director

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways” says
President’s Letter
2 the Lord. “For as the Heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
Pastor Robert Nowak, HLMS
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”
President
Isaiah 55: 8-9
I LOVE Mission trips! You can plan and plan but God usually has
something different in mind. It’s always exciting to see where He leads
Dick Buethe, Executive
us because His ways are always better!!
Director of the HLMS			
This past February 2015 our team consisted of 16 members, 5 from
Michigan, 5 from Kansas, 2 from Nebraska, 2 from Wisconsin, 1 from
PRAYER REQUESTS
7 Washington and 1 from Denver! 10 past attendees and 6 first timers!
What an adventure we had!
We were blessed abundantly by our family, friends and church
Find us on
members with shoes, diapers, clothes, school supplies, medicines,
Facebook and Instagram vitamins, pillow case dresses and funds to purchase rice and beans! We
and get all the latest trip
had 1,600 pounds of donations between all of us and over $5,100 for
reports, photos,
food! Wow- what a gift to be Jesus’ Hands and Feet as we delivered so
many of these Blessings!
videos and more.
We had our schedule in place which included helping Lophane
(a
member
at Good Shepherd) continue with the building of his
Find us at “Haiti Lutheran
guesthouse/youth center. We were able to get in a couple days of work
Mission Society, USA”
for Lophane, visited Josie’s House of Love and Hope (delivered rice &
and “like” us today!
beans, clothes, vitamins, medicines, and played with the children), visited
the Apparent Project (took a tour and helped support this Amazing
Organization), attended church service at Good Shepherd Sunday
morning while sharing a few songs and passing out rice and beans to all
who attended church, and went to Leonard’s for dinner and worship
on Sunday late afternoon (also handing out more rice and beans to all
who attended) before the demonstrations started on Monday when we
became home bound at the guesthouse. God’s thoughts are not always
our thoughts!		
(Continued on page 4)
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Dear Friends in Christ,

Board of Directors:

This past month of February provided
me with the opportunity to visit Haiti with
fellow board member, Jack Hunter. It was
the first time I had been to Cap Haitian
which is located on the northern coast of
Haiti. My traveling companion, Jack, and I arrived in Cap Haitian on
the 19th and were met by Pastor Eliona Bernard, the president of
the northern district of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti.
He is also the brother of Pastor Thomas Bernard whose congregations and schools in the Port Au Prince area we have supported for
some time.
My wife and I have recently taken French classes in an effort
to better communicate in Haiti. They proved helpful to me at the
airport when I was able to pronounce “orange” in French and the
airport worker was immediately able to locate my luggage since it
had an orange ribbon on it. Thank God for small things!
What a kind and gracious host was Pastor Eliona Bernard. After
meeting us he took us to our hotel, the Villa Cana. It is a beautiful
facility, the nicest we have ever stayed in while visiting Haiti.
The following day he took us to his church and school. He has
500 students at this location. They were not in session that day, but
the following Monday before we left they were back in session and
Jack and I took many pictures. We were simply overwhelmed by the
number of children, all dressed in pink uniforms. We marveled at
the fact that they were so well behaved and respectful. They sang
for us, and I had the opportunity to bring greetings from the States
and say thanks. How astounding that they do so much with so
little—no electricity, crowded open air classrooms, limited textbooks, etc. Thanks to the Christian organization out of Tennessee
called Trinity Hope, the students are supplied with one meal a day.
						(Continued on page 3)
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Pastor Bernard operates five schools with over 1100 students! He has a staff of 75 teachers. All of this is
done on faith!
Pastor Bernard also showed us his church. It is not yet ready for use. They have been working on it for
six years! I would say it is 80% complete, and will be a beautiful facility when done. At this time they are
worshipping in the school. Speaking of worship, I had the privilege of delivering the sermon on the Sunday morning we were there. As always, we were so impressed by the vibrant and beautiful singing.
Friday provided us the opportunity to meet with Pastor Thomas Bernard. Leonard Isidor drove him
up from Port Au Prince, about a five or six hour drive over some hazardous roads. Our meeting was very
productive, and I was more than happy to be brought up to date on events in Port Au Prince where things
seem to be going quite well. Like his brother Eliona, Thomas is such a loving and caring pastor.
Monday was a special day for us. One of Eliona’s pastors, Jergen, took Jack and myself to visit three
other churches and schools. One was up in the mountains at a place called Dun Dun. Once again, what a
humble facility and humble pastor. We took pictures of the children and passed along our greetings.
There is another church farther up in the mountains, but we did not have time to visit it. Pastor Eliona
tells us they do not yet have a building but worship under a tree. Still he tells us they have, in a short time,
outgrown what area or space they have. Praise God for such great blessings!
Later that day we visited two other schools and one church. The church is in need of a new roof so the
people worship in a courtyard next to the building, and the school holds classes in the small building next
door. There is no electricity, and the rooms are terribly crowded, but classes go on where the children are
taught reading, math, etc., and, of course, the Christian faith as well.
I could go on and on writing about our experiences in Cap Haitian, but I trust you see my point. Just
like Port Au Prince, Leogane, and other places where the ELCH operates, the gospel is being proclaimed
and many are being saved, at times under some very primitive conditions. Both Jack and I came away fully
enthused for the work that we are privileged to be a part of by supporting the work of the ELCH. There
are ever so many needs: buildings, textbooks, uniforms, teacher salaries, student support, food, etc. Yet
none of these shortages has proved a hindrance to the growth of the church. Every time I go to Haiti
I come away so excited about the work that is going on there and how God is using His people to accomplish great things for His kingdom. I sincerely hope you pray every day for the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Haiti and all its
pastors, teachers, workers,
members and the people of
Haiti who do not yet know
their Lord and Savior. This is
what your generous offerings
support!
Blessings in Christ,
Rev. Robert W. Nowak
President, HLMS
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GOD’S WAYS ARE BETTER THAN
OUR WAYS!
Kim Waller, Director

The country may have been in turmoil, but our God is
bigger! The city shut down (schools and businesses were
closed in preparation of the demonstrations escalating)
and we were unable to proceed with our plans. God had
some other areas He wanted our team to focus on! We
were able to paint a mural on an outside wall (under the
direction of one of our talented members, Alana) at the
orphanage/Providence Guesthouse we were staying at
(the mural was a long vine consisting of the Fruit of Spirit
from Galatians written in Creole’ and English), we continued to divide the multitude of donations we still
had and dividing the massive amount of rice and beans into 1 gallon Ziploc bags to be handed out!
As the day was laid before us and the conversations we had with those at Providence Guesthouse we
were made aware of a smaller orphanage (Family Care Home) that had just opened up and needed lots
of help. It was within walking distance and since we were unable to go to the Children’s Hospital we took
over lots of food and supplies consisting of extra vitamins, pillow case dresses, extra cereal bars (as these
kids didn’t have any snacks), shoes, etc. The 13 children were so appreciative and thankful! At our evening
devotions we looked back to see how our Lord had used us and all of the donations you, at home, had
blessed us with. All along God knew this little orphanage would be the recipient of many things to make
their life a little easier for the time being. God’s ways are not always our ways!
Tuesday came and it was funny how we all thought we would be able to go to work this day- our last
full day in Haiti! We had many plans for work, handing out donations and food!! Pierre, our good friend,
arrived at the guesthouse by bike and said it was still not safe for us to go out. Leonard was ready to come
get us, so maybe Pierre was wrong. After talking with Lophane, who said, “we want you with us longer
than just today!” We knew God had different plans for us again. Our team was so good at accepting this
change in plans again. Being in God’s Word each morning and evening helped remind us that we are not
in control! Our Father God Blessed us with such quality time with the Special Needs kids (from Notre
Maision- connected to Providence) who we took for a walk (they were thrilled to be outside the walls of
their home) and the able bodied kids at St. Joes (also connected to Providence Guesthouse) with a walk
down to their school and playing some soccer.
													
						
(Continued next page)
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We were also able to visit the new, little
orphanage again where the kids knew we
were coming so they dressed in their best,
colored some pictures for us and sang a song
in thanksgiving for all they received (thanks
to YOU!). It was also great as we walked the
side streets getting to know the people in
the area- handing out cereal bars and candy,
playing a pick-up basketball game and taking
pictures of each other. (I guess it was odd to
see a bunch of white people walking down
the street so we were the object of pictures
taken by the Haitians!) Others, were able to
paint more murals on the freshly painted
walls in the baby’s room at St. Joe’s (connected to Providence)-even adding some educational and learning
pictures! God gave us extra time with Gertrude, her daughter, Rosie, the other people staying at Providence Guesthouse and the precious children at all these orphanages! We played games in the evening and
grew closer together! Thank You Jesus for the special bonds we developed by listening to You! You are all
about relationships and we’re glad we deepened all of ours on this trip!!!
YOUR WAYS, LORD, ARE THE BEST WAYS!!!! Thank You for keeping us safe! Thank You Everyone for your prayers!!!! Thank You Leonard, Mark and Bill (who didn’t fly out until the following day) for
distributing the hundreds of
pounds of food we were unable to hand out due to the
demonstrations. God’s Hand
at work!
Kim Waller
Director

HAITI TRIP Jan 7-12, 2015

DICK BUETHE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HLMS
My trip to Haiti started one day early when I was notified by American Airlines that my
Wednesday flight had a change in schedule and would not arrive in Port au Prince at 4:20
pm on the day of my start. I was advised that I had to overnight in Fort Lauderdale and leave for Port au
Prince at 6:30 am. I decided to try to fly standby on a flight that was not a legal connection. Praise God I
was able to be the last person on the flight. I arrived in Port au Prince at 4:30 pm on the day of my departure.
When I arrived at my hotel my friend and driver Leonard told me he was notified that the steel panels
we were storing as roofing materials for the orphanage needed to be removed from the warehouse immediately, that they were transported to Haiti out of their warehouse. Pastor Thomas Bernard hired a truck
and six laborers to haul 53 – 3 X 25 ft. steel panels and some miscellaneous items to Josie’s orphanage on
Thursday morning. Because of the chance of theft all the material had to be stored inside, which really
crowded the small sleeping area of the children.
I met with Ross Toney the construction manager and the engineer that drew the plan for Josie’s orphanage. I was able to call Jim Schmersal in the USA to ask if he had questions for the engineer or construction manager. I also took pictures of the existing construction at the orphanage.
I tried to meet with Pastor Thomas in the afternoon but he was under the weather and not feeling well.
Leonard and I bought bags of rice for distribution in the afternoon.
Thursday morning we purchased more food supplies to take to Josie’s orphanage. In all we purchased
over 50 – 55 pound bags of rice for not only the orphanage but also for distribution at church services and
bible studies later in the week.
I was able to visit Pastor Thomas’ beautiful new cafeteria at his school and see the ongoing improvements. He has voiced the desire for two new classrooms at the school, so we can continue to accommodate more students, but at this time we do not have the funds for this. Even though we have teams with
plans to go help with our work in Haiti, the lack
of needed funds are beginning to compromise
our plans to do some desired projects such as
this.
Thank you for your much needed financial and
prayer support for this important work of the
Lord in Haiti.
Dick Buethe

Executive Director
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PRAYERS FOR HAITI
Praise and Thank God:
That God provided another connection for Dick Buethe at the last minute after his plane to Haiti was canceled.
And thank God for his safety in travel & delivering funds for our churches, schools & orphanages in Haiti &
all the work accomplished.
For the beautiful new cafeteria at Pastor Thomas’ school and for the ongoing improvements.
For the February team of volunteers from 6 states who helped build the youth center/guest house & who
distributed the many donated supplies, food, medicine.
For all those who contributed the above supplies.
That God protected all the volunteers during unsettled times in Haiti.
For the unexpected ways God works—overriding our plans with His & for all the lives He touches for good in
the process (both Haitians & U. S. volunteers.) As a result some walls were painted with unexpected spiritual
art murals & lives touched in unplanned areas of Haiti.
That God shows Himself to & grows the faith of our U.S. volunteers.
For the 3 men (Leonard, Mark & Bill) who distributed food/supplies that the team was unable to, due to
demonstrations & riots.
For the faithful leadership of the HLMS Board.
For your continued prayer and financial support for the HLMS Mission so that both bodies & souls are fed.

Prayer Requests—Please PRAY:
Pray that the unexpected need to move a significant amount of roofing construction supplies into the orphanage
will not hinder the activities and sleep of the orphans. (Special thanks to Messiah Lutheran, Lincoln, NE for
their generous door offering collection that will pay to have these materials installed!)
Pray the orphanage roof construction will be able to continue ASAP so the materials can be removed from the
orphanage.
Pray that funds will be provided for 2 needed additional classrooms at Thomas’ school.
For a new bus for Leonard which provides transportation to all our mission team.
That God would bless and use Christina in her studies at
Concordia University, Seward, NE.

The next meeting of the

That God would sustain & continue to grow the mission in
Haiti and give continued enthusiasm, wisdom and strength to its Board of Directors of the HLMS
will be held on Saturday,
leaders.
That God would give peace and faith to all of our flock in Haiti.
For continued prayer and financial support.
For God’s wisdom and discernment for the board members as
they lead the HLMS.

(prayers submitted by Jill Jank)

May 16, 2015 at 9 AM
at the office of
Buethe And Associates
Insurance
Lincoln, Nebraska
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The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society Needs Your Help!

In order to help us track our readership, please enclose this portion of your newsletter with your financial
support or requests for information. This will allow us to make any necessary address changes, forward
correspondence and material to you, as well as ensure that we receive your pledge. Thank you for your
continued support and prayers.
(Please make your check payable to the Haiti
_____ I would like to help sponsor a child to attend
Lutheran Mission Society, USA)
school and receive an accredited Christian
education for $130 per year.
Name:________________________________
_____ I will continue to pray for the HLMS.
_____ I would like to contribute to the HLMS
general fund. Enclosed is $_________.

Address:______________________________

_____ I would like to pledge a monthly gift of
$______ to the HLMS.
_____ Please forward additional copies of the

City: _________________________________

HLMS brochure. I need ___ copies.
_____ Please send a copy of The HLMS Call to this
address:

______________________________________

State: _____ Zip Code:__________________
Email:

(Contributions to the HLMS are tax deductible as allowed by law)

