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“Over the years thousands of people have been fed and 
clothed as God has used your gifts to take care of His 
children.  Is not the thought of a full stomach and a clothed 
body a great cause of joy and satisfaction for each of us?”

                                                                (see more on page 2)    

“...It is evident that the needs are intense.  We’re praying 
that more and more USA churches will have a heart for 
Haiti and the committed and visionary pastors who lead 
the 40,000 plus Haitian Lutherans in serving their brothers 
and sisters in need.”                            (see more on page 4)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,

Greetings to you as we find ourselves deep 
into another summer season!
What brings you joy in life?  Many people 
would respond by saying “Getting an unex-
pected bonus at work,” or “Getting a new 
sports car” or “Getting a new dress,” or “A 
Saturday win by the Huskers” (or whoever you root for),  or “An increase 
in the price of grain or beef.”  The list could go on and on.
As Christians we too enjoy such things, but our greatest joy comes from 
another source.  Our greatest joy comes from knowing that Jesus is our 
Lord and Savior.  That knowledge assures us that all our sins have been for-
given, that life for us is eternal, that death has no hold on us, that heaven is 
our real home, and one day we shall be there with Him who died and rose 
for us.
The greatest joys in our lives are associated with our Lord and the work He 
has given us to do.  Let me explain a bit further.  Over the years God has 
blessed our support of the work He has to do in Haiti.  He has used your 
offerings to help bring about the conversion and baptizing of countless 
adults and children.  Is that not a great cause for joy in our lives?
Over the years God has used your support to establish churches and 
schools so that Haitians may hear the word of God, participate in the 
sacraments, and children may be given a Christian education.  Is that not a 
great cause for joy?
Over the years thousands of people have been fed and clothed as God 
has used your gifts to take care of His children.  Is not the thought of 
a full stomach and a clothed body a great cause of joy and satisfaction 
for each of us?
Over the years young men have been trained in the scriptures and Luther-
an Confessions so they might lead men, women and children in the wor-
ship and praise of our gracious Lord and God.  I would say that is another 
cause of joy for each of us.
                                                                                (continued on page 3)

The mission of the Haiti Lutheran Mission Society, USA 
is to minister to the spiritual and physical needs of the 
Haitian people, so that they might be won by the 
Holy Spirit to be disciplies of Jesus Christ.”
1 Cor. 3:7-15



The Baby In The Box

 In about 1987 our friend Leonard’s 
brother passed away at the age of 33 
years. He was married to Carol and had 
three daughters; Ruthelle, Wedwinze 
and Jessica. As they had no money, my 
wife Nancy and I helped support them, 
clothe them and get them through 
school. In 1995 while taking garbage to 
the dump they came across a small baby 
left there in a box and brought her home to care for her. My wife and I continued to support 
this family for the next 15 years. On my June trip to Haiti I had the priveledge of seeing Bar-
bara, the baby from that day. She is now 17 years old and attends Pastor Thomas Bernard’s 
church and school. She still had a picture of me in her home and told me I was the only father 
she ever had. Thank you for your ongoing support of the outreach of the Haiti Lutheran Mis-
sion Society!

President’s Message  (continued from previous page)

Over the years those in need of medical attention have been attended to in our clinics and by medical teams 
that have traveled to Haiti.  Eyeglasses have been given to those who otherwise would not have the ability to 
see clearly.  Is that not another great cause for us to rejoice, that our Lord has given us the means and desire to 
help those in need?                                                                      
Now Pastor Thomas Bernard reports that there are 250 new students at his school this year, students who need sup-
port, students who need supplies and uniforms.  The HLMS board voted at our August meeting to send money to 
aid Pastor Bernard in meeting those needs, as well as helping him continue a medical clinic that otherwise might 
have been closed.
In addition a new church has been built in Leogane where a previous building had been destroyed by the earthquake 
of 2010.  
These are all great reasons to rejoice.  We thank God that He has used us for accomplishing some of His work in 
Haiti, and we rejoice that He will continue to use us as time goes by.  Will you take a moment to open your Bibles 
and read Psalm 150?   Considering how wonderfully God has blessed us, it seems the appropriate thing to do.
Thank you once again for your generous support.
In Christ,

Rev. Robert Nowak
President, HLMS



TRIP REPORT OF PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, CARROLLTON, TEXAS - MAY 26-JUNE 2

In January, 2012, the high school at Prince of Peace Christian 
School raised close to $2000 to purchase computers for the 
computer lab at Good Shepherd Lutheran School in Port au 
Prince.  Along with generous donations from a parent at POP 
and HLMS, in March, 2012, Dick Buethe was able to pur-
chase 5 computers, an inverter and a dozen batteries to keep 
the school humming with electricity and connected to the 21st 
century!

As a follow-up to the fundraiser and as a precursor to establish-
ing a school partnership with Good Shepherd on Delmas 75, 
a team of 2 graduates, 3 teachers, 1 pastor and 1 passionate 
maintenance worker from POP traveled to Haiti May 26 – June 
2.  The goal?  Meet and spend time with Haitians involved in 

the ministry of the Lutheran church, observe the daily work of these dedicated Kingdom workers, and listen to the 
needs of a Haitian church yearning to do its work in spreading the Gospel.  At week’s end, we had spent 2 wonderful 
days with the staff and students of Good Shepherd Lutheran School, many hours with Pastor Thomas Bernard and 
pleasant mealtimes with his family, and seen the work of Good Shepherd in Cite Soleil.  Because one of our team 
members speaks French and another Creole, we were able to spend big chunks of time getting to know students, 
teachers and pastors, engaging in every day conversations, and even helping them with their English. 

We convinced Leonard to not only drive us to Leogane to see the church under construction, the new seminary 
building and guest house, but to take us on to Jacmel to spend time with Marky Kessa.  We spent the afternoon 
touring his magnificent tin roof church, the new guesthouse, recently constructed homes, and even peeked into the 
home of the Lutheran radio station that he is trying to get back up and running.  We spent the night at the new 
guest house in Leogane and enjoyed the wonderful hospitality of Marky’s wife, Sidney, and her team of culinary art-
ists!

Back at home after an incredibly productive and fulfilling reconnaissance trip, we are busy discussing and deciding 
how to move forward to provide partnership and support for the work of the ELCH in Haiti.  It is evident that the 
needs are intense.  We’re praying that more and more USA churches will have a heart for Haiti and the committed 
and visionary pastors who lead the 40,000 plus Haitian Lutherans in serving their brothers and sisters in need.  

We returned uplifted and inspired by what we observed…Pastor Bernard’s vision for the school and church on 
Delmas 75 and in stifling Cite Soleil, students in a Lutheran school with goals and passions for future use to God’s 
glory. An organization which is not held back by its initiative and desire, but only held back by its lack of resources.    
Thank you, HLMS, for all you have done and continue to do in the name of Jesus Christ to minister to the 
church in Haiti.

Linda Isbell
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church and Christian School
Carrolton, Texas 
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Your donations at work in Haiti 2012! 
A church in Leogane that was 
destroyed in the earthquake 
has been  rebuilt and a new 

roof put on!

                            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT OF THE HLMS! 

School uniforms and backpacks for 250 
children have been purchased in Haiti 
(to help support their local economy) 

so that those children may attend school!

A medical clinic employing a doctor and a 
nurse in Port au Prince that sees 250 

patients per month has been supported!
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HAITI TRIP JUNE 28 - JULY 3, 2012
DICK BUETHE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HLMS

     On the way to Haiti I met our son Paul in Miami to join me on the rest of my trip. I carried along with me 
50 girls dresses made by women of Messiah Lutheran, Lincoln as well as lots of women’s shoes and other clothing. 
Leonard met us at the airport and we were driven to our hotel “The Palms”  where we met with Pastor  Thomas Ber-
nard and gave him money for school uniforms for 250 students.  We made plans for the upcoming trip of a group 
from Cross of Christ Michigan who are coming to paint the school inside and out.
     Friday was spent with Pastor Thomas Bernard making plans for the two groups coming and his plans for his 
church and school.  Saturday I met with the other pastors in Haiti about plans and dreams for their churches.   
     Sunday was a beautiful day and I attended an inspirational two and a half hour service at Pastor Thomas’ church 
with the team from Michigan that had arrived the night before.   I enjoyed a delicious lunch with this team after 
church, many of whom were first timers and had not eaten Lambi (a seafood), goat, or fried bananas before.   After 
trying these Haitian delicacies they had to agree that most were delicious.
     On Monday I met with Ruthelle, Leonard’s niece.  She brought her little sister Barbara.  Some of you may re-
member the story from many years ago about Barbara, the baby girl that Ruthelle and her 2 sisters found abandoned 
in a cardboard box in a garbage dump close to their house.  They picked her up and took her home to their mother 
to raise.
 She was an adorable little girl 
then and is now 17 and doing 
very well in school, according to 
Pastor Thomas.  Praise God.
     Monday evening we were 
invited to Leonard’s home for 
supper and on Tuesday morning 
Leonard drove Paul and me to the 
airport for our 9:30 departure.   I 
thank God for each of you who 
remembered me in prayer while I 
was on this trip.

In His service,
Dick Buethe



PRAYERS FOR HAITI

Praise and Thank God for: 

1.   Safe travel for Dick & Paul Buethe and the mission team 
from Texas during their recent trips to Haiti. 
2.   The many teams who are traveling to Haiti to help 
maintain the churches and schools and for keeping them 
well.
3.   For Pastor Thomas Bernard and his development of a 5 
and 10 year plan for the Lord’s work.
4.   For the volunteers at Messiah Lutheran, Lincoln, NE 
who have made many girls dresses and for all who donated 
shoes and clothing. 
5.   For those who provided the funds given for school 
uniforms for students.  Uniforms are required for students to 
attend certified schools. 
6.   For Barbara, who is now 17 years old and doing very well 
in school. She was found as an infant  in a cardboard box, 
in a garbage dump, by one of our Haitian families who took 
her home & raised her.   (God has a plan for each of our 
lives!)
7.   The leadership of the HLMS Board.
8.   The continued prayer and financial support for the 
HLMS Mission.

Prayer Requests:

1.   For the continued work of the Pastors in Haiti who are 
sharing Christ-that God would continue to use them to 
glorify Himself by bringing many to Christ.
2.    For additional teams to go to Haiti to work for the Lord.
3.    That 250,000 meals from Orphan Grain Train will be 
delivered safely.
4.    That God would sustain & grow the mission in Haiti 
and give wisdom and  strength to its leaders.  
5.    That God would give peace and faith to all of our flock 
in Haiti.
6.    For continued prayer and financial support.
7.    For the continued spiritual growth of the churches and 
schools in Haiti.
8.    For God’s wisdom and discernment for the board 
members of the HLMS.
   
                         Thank you for your prayers!

The next meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the HLMS 

will be held on Saturday, 
October 20th 9:00 AM 

at the office of 
Buethe And Associates 

Insurance
Lincoln, Nebraska.

We look forward to having 
Pastor Thomas Bernard 

visiting from Haiti for 
this meeting.
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The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society Needs Your Help!The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society Needs Your Help!
In order to help us track our readership, please enclose this portion of your newsletter with your financial
support or requests for information. This will allow us to make any necessary address changes, forward
correspondence and material to you, as well as ensure that we receive your pledge. Thank you for your
continued support and prayers.

_____ I would like to sponsor a child to attend
school and receive an accredited Christian
education for $105 per year.

_____ I will continue to pray for the HLMS.
_____ I would like to contribute to the HLMS

general fund. Enclosed is $_________.
_____ I would like to pledge a monthly gift of

$______ to the HLMS.
_____ Please forward additional copies of the

HLMS brochure. I need ___ copies.
_____ Please send a copy of The HLMS Call to this

address:

(Contributions to the HLMS are tax deductible as allowed by law)

(Please make your check payable to the Haiti
Lutheran Mission Society, USA)

Name:________________________________

Address:______________________________

______________________________________

City: _________________________________

State: _____ Zip Code:__________________

 I would like to help sponsor a child to 
attend school and receive an accredited 
Christian education for $130 per year.

  


